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Why is play important?

We  believe that play in the 
classroom supports making 
choices, collaboration, 
expanding and clarifying 
thinking, improving 
problem solving, and 
regulating behavior.

“No amount of 
scope-and-sequenced direct 
instruction can ever yield the 
richness of development for 
young children per unit of 
time spent that play does.”  
-The Early Childhood 
Framework for Curriculum 
and Assessment



Play in Reading Rotations

● Daily 5 (Read to Self, Working on 

Writing, Read to Someone, Word 

Work, Listen to Reading)

● Technology (Tag, Tablet, Computer)

● Retelling

● Games (Memory, Sorry, Hi-Ho 

Cherry-o, Candyland)



Word Word



Retelling 

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1FSgjm7U2HYFLUFLjPiv0vHPBx1H76PMH/preview
https://docs.google.com/file/d/1slT8aGwCilo9XAhXpz15MR0_mpqwAPAZ/preview


Play in Math Rotations
● Number Work (Number Sense, Fluency 

and Writing) 

● Manipulatives 

● Brain Work

● Blocks 

● Puzzles 

● Sensory/Measurement

● Science

● Math games

 



Number sense



Fact Fluency



Writing/Journal



Sensory





Science



Stem Bins
● Magna Tiles
● Cup Stacking
● Beads with Pipe Cleaners or 

String
● Playdough with Toothpicks
● Clothespins and Popsicle Sticks 
● Connecting Toys
● Legos
● Pom-poms with Tweezers and 

Chopsticks

 



Centers

● Dramatic Play
● Blocks
● Art
● Science/Math
● Sensory
● Manipulatives 

1 hour of uninterrupted play 
 



Organizing the Play



Making Time to Play

*We have structured science lessons on Wednesdays.  

7:45-8:00 Morning Routine 

8:08-8:40 Husker Time

8:40-8:50 Morning Meeting

8:50-8:55 Number Talk

8:55-9:05 10 Block/Mini Lesson

9:05-9:20 Rotation

9:20-9:35 Rotation

9:35-9:40 Sharing

9:40-10:00 Morning Gross Motor

10:00-10:10 Mini Lesson

10:10-10:20 Book Box

10:20-10:30 Sharing

10:30-10:45 Rotation

10:45-11:00 Rotation

11:00-11:35 Bathroom/Lunch

11:40-11:55 Mini Lesson

11:55-12:20 Write

12:20-12:30 Sharing

12:30-1:00 Recess

1:00-1:50 Specials

1:50-2:40 Centers 

2:40-3:00 Afternoon Routine 



Organizing Time 



Classroom Layout



How can you 
implement play in 
your classroom?



Enjoy Your Conference!
Contact Info:

noblet@huskersk12.org 

parksj@huskersk12.org 

mailto:noblet@huskersk12.org
mailto:parksj@huskersk12.org

